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The main reason for my choosing this topic is that
we find everywhere people talking about the Ecumenical
movement and the unity of the churches. In implementing
the ideals of Ecumenicity, the Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church have come forward in
recent years, and formed themselves into what is known as
the United Methodist Church.
These two Churches had been engaged in talks about
unity as far back as April, 1803, but it took such a long
time to finally come to the agreement. Though this topic
in this limited space cannot be fully and adequately co¬
vered, yet, I shall endeavour to deal with this topic in
brief, and help one to have a cursory glance of the hisw
torical growth of these Churches,
My way of approach will be as follows: Introduction
of the founders life and their teachings, their concept of
ministry, their organization, their doctrinal statements
and the conclusion,
I have only attempted to create an incentive for the
reader to make a detailed study of the subject by going
through the different sources, I do admit, that I had
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been rendered helpless to deal with this topic exhaustively
because of the vastness of the subject. However, I feel
that this throws some light on the subject for the average
reader, who does not have enough time at his disposal, to
malce va detalledcstady^y.
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II, HISTORY OF THE METHODIST
CHimCH AND ITS FOUNDER
The founder of Methodism is John Wesley. He was born
on June 17, 1703 at Epworth Rectory to ■ God fearing parents.
It is surprising to see that most of the great saints of the
Church, or of other religions ascribe their greatness to
their mothers. Women do guide and lead their children in
such a manner that they grow to be great men* If a nation
contains people of low morality, it is because of the lack
of morals among the women. Some one has said, that in order
to know the morality of a nation, it is necessary to know
the moral life of women of that nation. Thus it can be
seen that the whole progress of a nation Depends':tti)on: ±lie
morality of women. Speaking about Susanna Wesley Townsend,
Workman, and lasers write: " Susanna Wesley’s methods of
training her children are given in great detail by her son,
and illustrations of her orderliness, reasonableness, stead¬
fastness, of purpose, calm authority, and tender affection
might be multiplied,” The credit, for John Wesley’s being
religious, should definitely go 1b0.:ihisiaoth«r'-jWti0adid..ey»ry-
thing to bring her children up in a Christian atmosphere.
John Wesley grev/ day by day in tho fear of God and un¬
der the supervision and care of his mother. In the year
1.'Townsend, W.J,', !h.B. Workman, and George Eayrs, A
History of Methodism. Yol. 1, New York: Hodder and StaugiTton,
1909, Pp. l69.
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17091 when the house in which Samuel Wesley was living
caught fire, John Wesley was miraculously saved. This
gave him and his mother an added sense of God’s special
purpose for him. Because of this incident, she was said
to bo more particularly careful for the soul of this child, 2
John Wesley got his education; and while he was teach¬
ing at Oxford, he formed Oxford Societies, He lead his stu¬
dents to be good students, and also encouraged them to study
Bible and become good scholars. He emphasized that everyone
should be morally straight, and they should attempt to lead
a pure life. Once, in 1741 when he was preparing to address
the university students, he addressed them in the following
lines: "Know ye not then so much as this, you that are called
moral men, that all idleness is immorality; that there is no
grosser dishonesty than sloth; that every volunteer block¬
head is a knave? He defrauds his benefactors, his parents
and the world; and robs both God and his soul," 3 This shows
how hard working he was from the beginning.
He was greatly influenced by reading a book by Thomas
A, Kempis "The Imitation of Christ". He wanted strictly to
imitate Christ, He read many books, from different authors,
and all of them had some influence on his mind,
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He decided to go to Georgia as a missionary, and as he
2, ibldV Pp. 170. ' —
3* '*Joha Wesley'addressed tOk the Clergymen at Oxford
University in 1741*
was contemplating in his mind about this, he sought the
advice of his mother, and she replied in the following
words: "Had I twenty sons, I should rejoice that they
were all so employed, though I should see them no more,"
This shows as to how aealous she was for the spread of
Christianity, On October 21, 1735* Wesley boarded the
Simmonds which was destined to reach Georgia. On the way
a fierce wind broke out, and they felt that the boat would
sink,and all "the people except the Moravians, were terribly
afraid. The Moravians were singing and were at ease. This
perturbed John Wesley, and when he went and asked some of
the Moravians, they said that they were not afraid of death.
This left an indelible mark on his mind.
After his arrival at Savannah, he had a wonderful con¬
versation with Gotlieb Spangenberg who put some pointed
questions to him for which John Wesley had no real answers.
Writing about this conversation, he says that he lied at this
time, and gave an answer which he knew it to be false, "Do
you know Jesus Christ?*»asked Spangenberg; Wesley replied, " I
know He is the Saviour of the world, " "True" said Spangen¬
berg, "but do you know yourself? " was the searching ques¬
tion, Wesley vnrites: " I said, I do, but I fear they were
vain words." He was a strict high Church man, and he tried
to discipline peotile, but ha had difficulty \7ith some of
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Ms Church members.
In Goergia,he came across a woman who attracted him
most, but unfortunately they both could not marry. He re¬
fused to administer Holy Sacrament to her on some eccle¬
siastical grounds, but they gave a wrong interpretation,
so he decided to return to London, He was greatly dis¬
appointed by this act; and so in his later days, he com¬
mented on this incident in the following words; **I have no
hope but that if I seek I shall find Christ, and be found
in Him, not having my own righteousness, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
Grod by faith,” 4
John Wesley, though returned with a heavy heart, did
not loose heart, God sometimes speaks to people in many
ways, which from human standpoint of view, look? unima^nable
and unbelievable. So also John Wesley*s conversion was never
even anticipated by himself. On May 24, 1738 when he was
attending a prayer meeting at Aldersgate,his heart was strangely
warmed. Speaking of this experience he writes in the follow¬
ing words: "About a quarter before nine, vrhile he was describ¬
ing the change wMch God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely v;armad, I felt I did trust
in Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance was given me
4, Townsend. ibid,, Pp, 192,19$
7
that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me
from the law of sin and death* I began to pray with all
my might for those who had in a more especial manner des-
pitefully used me and persecuted me, I then testified to
all there what I now first felt in my heart,” ^ Further
Hugh Price writing about this incident writes, ”0n that
day Methodism, for, as history knows it, was born,” 5
Wesley did not claim to preach any new truth. He
says that ”My doctrines, are simply the common, funda¬
mental principles of Christianity,” Methodism arose out
i
of two great urges ,namely: (1) The religious experience
of John Wesley, (2) The spiritual and moral degradation
to which the seventeenth century Christianity of England
had gone*
In the beginning the Methodists never wanted to foim
a different denomination but they were compelled by the
circumstances to severu their relationship with the mother
Church* It is amazing to note that though John Wesley is
ascribed to be the founder of this Church yet, he was not
the member of the Methodist Church*
In 1769 at the Leads Conference Wesley made an appeal,
to the members present, for volunteers.-to>be .the'lU-ssionafles
to America and on the very spot two people responded* They
^* Townsend, ibid*, p, 200, —
6* , lETa',, p,211.
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'1iook a special collection and they were sent as first
official missionaries • The first missionaries reached
Gloucester Point near Philadelphia on October 24, 1769.
The first Methodist immigrants were Irish Methodists.
Robert Strawbridge worked in Maryland and Philip Embuiy in
New York. There is the unsolved problem of knowing exactly,
as to where the Methodist work originally started, some say
that it v/as started at New York and some say that it was
started at Maryland, but this problem has been kept pending
beca use of hofl-availablllty'ofchlatorlea1 and authfent 16c.
knowledge. These two people struggled hard to spread the
Gospel in America.
Another eminent person who worked for building up of
Methodism was Captain l/7eb. He was converted by Wesley,
Captain Web carried Methodism to Philadelphia, New York,
Burlington, etc.
The two of the outstanding local preachers who cont¬
ributed much for the spreading of Methodism in -America .are
Robert Williams and John King. They laboured hard and or¬
ganized societies in small places and laid a very good
foundation for building Methodism in America. Mostly the
work was carried on by those people who had not come direct¬
ly to preach the Gospel,
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In the history of Methodism two notable divisions
occured* The first division took place in the year 1828
in vihich some of the people,who wanted more number of lay
representation,separated themselves and formed u another
denomination. They called themselves The Methodist Pro¬
testant Church, The second division took place in the year
1844, Scholars are divided in their views regarding the
causes for the same. Some say that it was on the question of
slavery, and some others say that it was on the question of
the powers of The General Conference, The division either in
the family or in the state is not desirable nor helpful so also
the division in the Cjauroh proved a great source of concern and
pain. The leaders decided to negotiate and bring about a union
among the divided Cimrch on May 10, 1939* The Methodist Epis¬
copal Church, The Methodist Episcopal Church South, and The Meth¬
odist Protestant Church united to form The Methodist Church.
The main emphasis of the Methodist Church is to seek and
to save that which is lost, and to lead a life aimed to achieve
perfection in this world. They do believe that the Holy Bible
is sufficient to help us achieve salvation. Its spirit is still
expressed in Wesley’s word: "I desire to have a league, offen¬
sive and defensive with every soldier of Christ. We have not
only one faith, one Lord, but are directly engaged in one war¬
fare." 7
7^, The Methodist Church, The Book of Discipline of the
United Methodist Church, Pp.10, 11, ~
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III. THE HISTORY OF THE EVANGELICAL
UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH
Just as The Methodist Church took its birth because
of the deplorable religious condition of England that pre¬
vailed in the seventeenth century, so also the birth of Ihe
Evangelical United Brethren took place because of the re¬
ligious indifference that prevailed in America during the
eighteenth century. They stressed the need for religion
of the heart rather than the formal religion. They said
that every one should have the religious experience, and
they should lead holy life. Living and regeneration ex¬
perience was the main emphasis of the founders of this
Church. “The Evangelical United Brethren Church in its pre¬
sent form represents the union, consumated in 1946, of the
Church of the United Brethren in Christ and The Evangelical
Church.” 8 As it came as a result of the union of two Ch¬
urches let us in brief see how they both united together,
and note down their differences if any.
1, The Church of The United Bi^ethren in Christ
By the spread of the scientific knowledge and the de¬
velopment of the technological industries, a type of re¬
volutionary spirit began to invade the minds and lives of
The Methodist Church. I^he Plan of Union. NashviTle,
Tennessee, 1967, Pp. 3,4.
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'some of the people. Inspite of the progress mahifested
in the scientific and technological field, some people
attempted to bring about the inward change among the
people. To the English speaking, it came as the Wesleyan
movement; and to the German speaking people, it came in the
form of a type of pietism. To some others it came as a
combination of both.
In some places, the Church has failed to preach the
Gospel to the poor and the neglected; and in some places,
it had clungv.c only to the moneyed people or to those v;ho
had political or economic status in society. This place
v;as no exception to this type of thing, German speaking
people were almost neglected and they were not spiritually
oared for or catered to by the Church, Phillip William
Otterbein decided to cater to the spiritual needs of those
people who have been almost neglected so far. He was an or¬
dained minister of the German Reformed Church, who had served
in Pennsylvania and Maryland, etc. Along with him, there was
another Pennsylvanian named Martin Boehm who was also inter¬
ested in preaching the Gospel to the neglected German speak¬
ing people. They were convinced that all men are lost and
they need a Saviour, and this Saviour is Jesus Christ, They
determined to preach the good news of love and redemption
which can be found in Jesus Christ, They called for self
i
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surrender of all the people who heard the message, and
they did give much importance to the individual’s reli¬
gious experience. Many accepted Christ as their personal
Saviour and Lord, so many societies began to spring up,
and as a result, they had to organize them into societies.
They had the least Intention of breaking away from the
organized Church, but they were forced by the circumstances
to break their relationship with their mother Church,
As the influence of this movement spread to different
places like Pennsylvania, Maryland, they decided to hold the
preacher’s meetings. They held one at Baltimore in 17^9, and
another in Paradise Township in 1791* At the meeting held at
Frederick County on September 25, 1800, they decided to hold
the meetings annually. At this meeting, they decided to allow
the preachers to make the decision of using any form of baptism
vftiich they thought prudent and desirable. They accepted Otter-
bein and Boehm as their spiritual leaders. The work soon ex¬
tended to the Appalachian nronhtSlmand beyond. Because of this
extension they decided to organize Ohio Conference,
The two leaders who had lead the Church in the crucial
times were rendered helpless by death and illness to contri¬
bute to the cause of the Church, In 1813 Christian Newcomer
was elected Bishop, and they thought of organizing the Church
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in a systematic "way; so they called for the General Con¬
ference and adopted a Discipline* The conference met on
June 6, 1815, at Mt. Pleasant* This was the first General
Conference of The Church of the United Brethren in Christ*
They decided to uphold the book of Discipline and the word
of God* They aaphasized that, for any organization to be
successful there should be order and discipline* They ex¬
pressed this idea in the following words: ”God is a God of
order but whore there is no order and no church discipline
the spirit of love and charity will be lost*” 9
This adoption of the book of Discipline and Constitu¬
tion increased the numerical strength of the church* In 1889,
the Constitution became the ground for the division of the
Church *
2* The Evangelical Church
The founder of this Church was a man named Jacob Albright,
a tile maker by profession* God has no set patterns to choose,
and select all persons by a particular method; but he employs
many ways to get many people to do Hia work* Albri^t was con¬
verted in 1791 * He thought it his bounden ^nty to share his
own experience with others and endeavour to bring others to
that spiritual experience* His main preaching was: "religion
was a personal, conscious experiential relationship wit^ God*"10
^^* ibid** p. 55
10, ibid** p. 5.
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As the movement expanded it called for organization,
i
so on Noveinber 3, 1803, the first Council was called and
Albright was accepted as the leader* They also decided to
hold preacher’s meeting annually* They also adopted a book
of Discipline in 1809, and in 1816 they adopted the name of
their Church as The Evangelical Association* The only condi¬
tion they demanded from those who desired to become the mem¬
bers was to have the experience of the change of heart* They
are beautifully expressed in the following words: *For the
courageous ministry of this church, conversion was the cent¬
ral theme and purpose, a word which signified the gracious,
conscious vitalization of the life of man by an act of
The church carried its educational and evangelistic ministry
very effectively* When it reached its climax in its mission
it faced the same danger of division which other ^hurches have
experienced in the past* I wonder whether it is the natural
order of all the ^hurches to follow suit whenever it becomes
too unweldy*
In 1891, the differences arose and the division took place,
and one group called themselves The United Evangelical Church*
They held their first General Conference in 1894# Though' the
division took place, yet both of them worked with right earnest¬
ness to preach the Gospel in many ways* Though they were preach-
li* The tTni'ted Metkodist Cihurch. The Book of Discipline of
The United Methodist Church. Nashville, Tenn,: The Ivietnodist
Publishing House, 1968. p.l3.
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ing effectively yet they had the feeling that it is unwise
to live separately, so they decided to unite. They felt
that if the resources were pooled and work carried on in
unity, they would accomplish much; so they united in 1922
and called themselves . > The Evangelical Church, With the
united strength they carried on the evangelistic and edu¬
cational ministry of the Church with zeal and fervour.
The Spirit of the Lord had^been continually moving
among the Churches in the past and it is moving today, and
it will continue to move in the days to come. The Church
leaders in the past felt that if they are divided, they can¬
not effectively witness, so they thought it better to unite.
The spirit is moving today'ahd. ;the-whole •churCh Is,. trying to
unite and be one. The same spirit lead the leaders of the
Evangelical Church and The United Brethren in Chilst in 1933
to form united Church, They were united as The Evangelical
United Brethren Church* Their purpose and intentions were
carried on very enthusiastically all around the world.
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17. THE IINITED ^ETHOKTST CHI3RCH
After briefly surveying the historical trends of dif¬
ferent Churches Independently now let us attempt to study
as to how they decided to unite and become one. I am con¬
vinced, beyond any shadow of boubt, that wherever the word
of Church unity is being used, it is being done only by the
promptings of the Holy Spirit working through the individuals
or through the leaders of certain organizations. The divided
Church is, indeed, an insult to the name of Christ and Christ¬
ianity, By this I do not mean to say that we ^ould not have
difference of opinionVbhtX only intend to say that we should
work together in cooperation, love, and harmony. The united
strength is far superior to the divided strength. Some one
has said that united we stand and divided we fall. The Church
must take this as their norm and try to vsork together. The
ecumenical movement is doing a good piece of work in this field.
As I affirmed in the previous page that the spirit of God
is at work, so also the spirit of God was at work with the lea¬
ders of both the Methodist and the Evangelical Churches to come
together and pool their resources for tarrying out their common
objectives. Both the Churches hold almost the similar viev? and
both have the same history, and that is ”to rescue the pershing
and care for the dying,” They both emphasized the change of
heart as the only, condition to ;be,\the ^member of" the church#
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Both the Churches had ''.v’ dedicated men who guided
them in the past, the names of the following stand out as
unique; John Wesley, Francis Asbury, Jacob Albright, Martin
Boehm. Both the Methodists and the Brethren had worked in
close cooperation in the past. In 1784 Otterbein laid his
hands on Asbury when he was consecrated a bishop. There
are also evidences to prove that Asbury consulted Otterbein
many times when he was working on the book of Discipline.
The conversation for the union was being held as early
as April 1, 1803. We find a reference in the Bishop Newcomer*s
journal to this effect. So the union which had been contemp¬
lated for the last so many years -ms in its way for the comp¬
lete fruition. In 1871 the Evangelical Association had voted
for union with a narrow margin of one,but that was not con-
sumated at all. During the past several years the negotiations
were going on among the leaders of these Churches, who were
given the permission by the respective General Conferences ^to
go eihead and prepare a plan for study and acceptance. Accord¬
ingly a Joint Commission was appointed and they presented The
Church Union Plan which was thoroughly studied by the United
Churches and their leaders,and on April 23, 1968 the two Ch¬
urches united to form the United Methodist Church. The ad hoc
committee, which was composed of equal number of delegates
from each of the denominations, numbering 6- total; of "48 wbi^ed
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very hard to present their plan of union, and the same
plan with certain changes was adopted at the specially
called General Conference at Dallas* This union embodies
the history and traditions of the following Churches which
are Methodist in name or tradition: ^2
The Methodist Episcopal; United Brethren in Christ
Church
The Methodist Episcopal:. The Evangelical Association
Church South
The Methodist Protestant The United Evangelical Church
Church
The Methodist Church(Merged The Evangelical Church
into the Protestant Metho¬
dist Church in 1877) The Methodist Church
The Evangelical United
Brethren Church
12. Tke Miethodist Church. The IPlan of Union. tJashville.
Tenn.: The Methodist PublishinglTouse’,' I967',''p.7,
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V. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
The organization of The United Methodist Church is
very vast and so it cannot be completely and fully covered
in this paper, but however an attempt will be made to give
same highlights of the organization.
The organization of The United Methodist Church consists
of the following conferences:
1) The General Conference is the Supreme conference of the
!
United Methodist Church, It deals v/ith the Church as a whole.
Its duties and responsibilities are specifically mentioned in
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church,
2) The Jurisdictional Conferences which serve as the con¬
ference for the Churches of America and Canada only^ It is
to function only as per the directions of the General Confsil¬
ence as laid down in the Discipline, It should be composed
only on the basis of the Geographical location and not on any¬
thing else,
3) The Central Conferences, for the Churches outside the
United States and Canada, they have set aside conferences
similar to that of the Jurisdictional Conferences, which are
called the Central Conferences, The duties and functions are
clearly laid down in the Discipline of the United Methoclist
20
Church#
4) The Annual Conferences, There shall be annual
conferences which serve as the fundamental bodies of the
Church •
5) The Charge Conferences. The Charge Conference,
is for the local Church, EVerjr local Church is to have
their direction from the Charge Conference, It is the
Immediate body in the local church which looks after the
interest of the local church.
These are the main bodies which carry on the overall
programme of the United Methodist Church, The United Meth¬
odist Church has its branches all over the world. The re¬
ligious fervour and fire which was burning in the hearts
of the early founders of these Churches must continue to
burn till the whole universe is turned to the feet of our
Lord and Master Jesus Christ,
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VI. THE DOCTRINAL STATE?.ENTS
The doctrinal statements of both the Churches take
their birth from the spiritual revival of the eightteenth
/
century. Though the union has taken place, yet the Church
and its leaders felt that they should hot: loo^e’ Sight ,hf the
rich heritage that they have had from the past, so they have
incorporated the beliefs in the Discipline of the United
Methodist Church.
The Methodists have 25 Articles of Religion as their
guiding principle and beliefs. Inspite of the fact, we have
these Articles of Religion we still depend upon the Holy
Bible and the Holy Spirit to guide and lead the Church lea¬
ders and the people in the right way*
The Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1962 adopted
the confession of faith which was based upon the traditions
of the United Brethren Church. It suffices as a summary of
the basic beliefs of Evangelical Christianity, The confessions
of Faith contained in all 16 articles v/hich deals with the sub¬
jects like God, Bible, Church, etc.
The detailed information regarding the articles of reli¬
gion of The Methodist Church and the Confession of Faith of
The Evangelical United Brethren Church can be had from the
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book of the Discipline of The United Methodist Church.
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VII. THE MINISTRY
The ministry of the Methodist Church is derived from
the ministry of Christ. Any person wanting to join the
order of ministry is not so easily accepted. The different
testing methods are employed to see that only the dedicated
enter the full time ministry. Care is taken to see that
they are persons who are deeply convinced in their faith, and
who command a favourable reputation as to their moral life.
The old way in ^ich the members were accepted, on the grounds
of experiencing a personal confrontation with the Lord, and v^ho
are ready to make a full commitment to the Lord is still being
prabticed.and followed.
The United Methodist Church has two orders of ministry
and they are Deacon and Elder. The deacon has the same res¬
ponsibilities as the elder ,except, that, he cannot consecrate
the elements of The Lord’s Supper, There are different ways
in which the persons are tried and then finally ordained.
Even our bishop is one of the elders, and he does not have
any other additional form of ordination. He is consecrated
after his election to the office of bishop. He is the Chief
shepherd who has to lead the Church.
The minstry of the United Methodist Church is universal
in its character and outlook. Provision is also made to make
24




It is with deep sense of gratitude that I have dealt
with this topic. Gratitude, because the work of reconcilia¬
tion has begun in the Church to which I owe everything* I ani
of the opinion that a great responsibility lies on the shoul¬
ders of the leaders of the Church so that the consunation of
union may not just become a thing of the past, but may it be
continued day after day.
The memorable words bf the council of bishops must always
be kept in view which reads thus: ”We trust it has been change
with a purpose, that the prophetic voice of the Holy Spirit has
been heard and obeyed. That our obedience has not always been
forth right and straight-line we acknowledge with deep regret.
Thus we see that there is the confession of the bishops that
they have not always been obedient to the words of the Holy
Spirit•
It is desirable for the Church to be always sensitive to
the whispers of the Holy Spirit. The ever vibrating words of
Jesus: ”He who has ears to hear let him hear must ring in the
ears of all the; Church members and the leaders." It has
been long delayed already for the Churches to be united, and
now all must endeavour to reach the Gospel to the unknown.
United effort will help us to turn out marvelous things for God
and expect the loftiest results from God,
rj.' The Book of Discipline of ‘The Wnited Methodist
Church, ibid., p. 5.
14-. lAatthew 11: 15, R.s.Y.
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